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Correlative Constraints on thematic roles, thematic positions and the sememe
— A comparative study of Chinese and Japanese—
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Abstract:  This paper uses the examples including “haipa” (be afraid of) as an empirical basis to argue that
thematic roles, thematic positions and the sememe obey a different kind of correlative constraint respectively.
In this paper we argue that: a. the meaning of the predicate is determined by the thematic role and the thematic
position of the obligatory argument; b. the meaning of the predicate is also determined by the co-occurring
thematic role and the thematic position of the obligatory argument; c. This kind of correlative constraint restrict
in detail surface forms of the syntactic structure and the meaning described by this surface form.
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